Ideas for Carnaval:  intercultural understanding

1.   Make a mask for Mardi Gras

In France children make fantastic masks and have fancy dress
competitions.   Celebrate this day in the French style at your school and  make a Mardi Gras mask.  It is a fun way for students of all ages and  levels to express their creativity, and it results in a beautiful  keepsake.   You may choose to have the masks on display and even to give  awards for the best masks - prettiest, most creative, etc.  


Instructions
1. Choose mask base: Cardboard, plastic, metal, construction paper etc.
2. Cut base to cover the face or eyes. You can cut an oval to cover  your face or a bar to cover your eyes, or you can make another shape, such as a house, an animal, or a tree.
3. Cut eyeholes and holes for nose and/or mouth - they can be
different shapes - stars, hearts, slits etc.
4. Punch tiny holes in each side and attach string or elastic (to
hold mask in place)
5. Decorate mask. There are so many different ways to decorate a  Mardi Gras mask using pens, paint, fabric, fake jewels, feathers,  flowers, stickers - the list is endless.
 More ideas: have a look at some French websites.

You can have a look at momes.net, it has lots of ideas, songs, activities, games and vocabulary.

 

http://www.momes.net/dictionnaire/c/carnaval-monde.html
 

 

In French schools, children normally wear fancy dresses, have games and eat sweets and "crêpes". There are also prices for the best dress, funniest dress, etc.

Children also play with "cotillons (party novelties), serpentins, (streamers) and confettis", 
 

Here is a poem :

http://www.teteamodeler.com/vip2/nouveaux/expression/fiche147a.htm
 

 

You can also checkout this website :

 

http://www.teteamodeler.com/dossier/carnaval/carnaval.asp
 

This is nice activity, for intercultural knowledge :

http://www.teteamodeler.com/culture/fetes/dictiofiche53.asp : hold a coin and turn the Crepe upside down...

 

At home, French people  make "beignets " : these are easy to make.

http://www.marmiton.org/recettes/recette.cfm?num_recette=8575.

 

 

 

For cultural and historical information you can checkout this website :

 

http://www.joyeuse-fete.com/mardigras.html
 

